
Moab Irrigation Company 

Through the Years 

 

Moab Irrigation company was formed in 1891 to make sure that all interested parties got their 

fair share of the limited water in the Moab Valley.   The company started out with a wooden 

dam and open ditches that ran though the town.  There were many challenges with the open 

ditches.   Eventually most of the ditch lines had culverts installed to carry the water.  A lot of 

this culvert system is still in the ground, however in the 1990s plastic pipelines were pushed 

though the culverts to carry the water.  The following is a few items of interest related to the 

company over the years. 

 

 

Early Irrigation Dam 

  



In the early days of the Moab Irrigation Company, it was seen that Moab needed a good 

culinary water system.  The Company step forward and installed a pipeline from a spring up Mill 

Creek Canyon to supply culinary water to the town.  The line was improved over time and for 

while the Company provided all culinary water to the town of Moab.  Eventually though as 

Moab grew, the town felt it was time to have a public water system and this was installed in 

parts of Moab.  The two water systems competed with each other for several years until 

eventually Moab City bought out the Irrigation Company’s system. 

 



Open ditches are a challenge for any Irrigation Company.  Ditch lines would break causing small 

floods.  Citizens who were not shareholders 

would sneak water out of the ditch.  On hot 

summer days, kids loved to play in the 

ditches.  On the north end of town there are 

numerous springs and between the springs 

and the irrigation ditches, the area was 

becoming a swamp.   



For many years the open ditches allowed for shareholders to take water as needed based on 

the number of shares they had.  But as water supplies became short in the 1930s due to a 

drought it was finally time to better schedule water usage.  The decision was made to created 

Town Days for all the small garden water users.  They could get water every five days.  Their 

turn would come on days of the month that either had a Zero or a Five in it.  Town days were 

used for many years and worked well with the open ditch system.  When water was finally 

placed into pipelines, it was found that “zoning” was a better way to distribute the water. 

 

 



 

Keeping the open ditches flowing each summer was quite the challenge.  Weeds, trash, trees, 

etc. would clog the ditches.  Every spring a major cleaning operation was taken to open up the 

ditches for the summer.  A shareholder could earn money against their assessment if they 

helped clean the ditches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Looking at water in Mill Creek you would think it runs crystal clear all the time.  Surprisingly 

there is a fair amount of sand in the water especially during May/June spring runoff where a lot 

of sand can be in the creek.  To alleviate the problem of all this sand, Sand Boxes were 

constructed at the head of each ditch line as it leaves the creek.  Water comes from the creek 

and flows first into this cement box where it is slowed briefly to allow the sand to drop out.  

These sand boxes continue in use to this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As the years went by improvements were made to the system.  The original dams had been 

washed out by floods on more than one occasion.  A better dam needed to be built.  In the 

early 1940s this was done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

By the late 1950s the residents of 

Moab had had enough of the open 

ditches.  The town was expanding 

and something needed to be done.  

Officials from Moab City, Grand 

County, and the Irrigation Company 

met to form a plan.  An engineer’s 

estimate showed that it would take 

about one hundred twenty thousand 

dollars to put all the ditch lines into 

culverts.  In 1963 a $60,000 interest 

free loan was obtained from the 

Utah Water and Power board to pay 

for part of the costs.  It was agreed 

that each of the three parties would 

contribute an additional $20,000 to 

the project to cover the remainder 

of the cost.   The main ditch line 

though the middle of town was used 

as collateral 

for the 

loan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For years and years, the water of the Moab Irrigation company all flowed to shareholders in the 

lower valley.  Construction continued in Moab and farm land was turned into subdivisions. 

Homes and farms were now being constructed up the valley, and there was a need to use 

irrigation water higher in the valley.  The Moab Irrigation company had also long competed 

with water users on the front of the LaSals.  Though the company had “First” water rights, there 

was always difficulty dividing the water between the mtn users and the town users.  Property 

owners on the mtn wanted to end this conflict by using irrigation shares on the mountain.  The 

construction of an irrigation lake was proposed at the top end of the valley.  Water would come 

from Mill creek 

though a tunnel cut 

though the rock.   

This proposal was not 

without a lot of 

discussion and 

gnashing of teeth.  An 

agreement had to be 

worked out with the 

Irrigation Company.  

This was finally done 

and signed and the 

dam was constructed 

in the 1970s.  Though 

the dam is not owned 

by the Irrigation 

Company, most of 

the water in the dam 

comes from Irrigation 

Company shares.  

Company water was 

also finally allowed to 

be used by mountain 

farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



By the end of the 1980s the culvert system was paid off.  Improvements though were still 

needed to the irrigation system.   Parts of the system over the years had been installed in PVC 

plastic pipe, but board members became aware that the whole ditch system could be put into 

pipelines by using heat welded HDPE pipe and pushing it though the culvert system.  This would 

save considerable costs of not having to tear open streets and yards to install a pipeline.  The 

shareholders approved the company to apply for another loan.  A loan was obtained in 1995 to 

fund this project.  This loan was finally paid off in 2017. 


